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About You
You have an interest in both law and 
accounting and would like to pursue 
both subjects at University. You like 
reading, and have a mathematical mind. 
You like to solve problems, and are 
inquisitive. You are also self-disciplined 
and motivated. Designed as a joint 
honours degree, the BA in Law and 
Accounting offers you a full law degree 
and full accounting degree. At this 
stage, you may not know what career 
you would like to pursue, the BA Law 
and Accounting degree allows you to 
pursue either career, while using skills 
from both disciplines to enhance your 
chosen professional career path.

Why study Law and  
Accounting at UL?
Within the business world a strong legal 
background assists the work of many 
accounting specialists. Equally, a firm 
grounding in all aspects of accounting, 
including taxation, deepens the lawyer’s 
understanding of business transactions. 
The course reflects a demanding, broad 
and practical programme of study which 
will provide you with a firm foundation 
in both law and accounting. The 
combination allows you to make your 
choice of profession when you have a 
better knowledge of your strengths and 
of the law and accounting disciplines.

What you will study
The programme is four years in duration. 
During the first four semesters, in 
addition to studying the core subjects 
of Law and Accounting, you will also 
study Economics, Taxation and Finance. 
In semester 2 of 3rd year, an eight-
month period of Cooperative Education 
provides you with an opportunity to 
apply the theory you have acquired in a 
practical work environment. You return 
to campus at the beginning of Year 4 
and continue with your studies in the 
core subjects of Law and Accounting. 
In each of these final two semesters, 
you will choose five modules from a 
variety of subjects to maximise your 
exposure to either Law or Accounting, 
or any combination of both disciplines 
that suits your needs. You also have the 
opportunity to undertake a Final Year 
Project, which is a research project on a 
topic of your choosing. 
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Exemptions
Exemption is granted to students who 
hold an honours Bachelor’s Degree in 
Law and Accounting as follows: 

The Law Society of Ireland
The Bachelor’s degree in Law and 
Accounting covers the core subjects 
required by the Law Society of Ireland 
Final Examination, Part I.

The Honorable Society of King’s Inns
The Bachelor’s Degree in Law and 
Accounting may constitute an approved 
law degree for the purposes of taking 
the entrance examination of the 
Honorable Society of King’s Inns if 
students have studied Jurisprudence 
and Administrative Law, along with the 
core law modules in this programme. 
Law and Accounting students can take 
these modules on a pass/fail basis 
during their 4 years of study. NOTE: As 
the modules required to be an approved 
degree are subject to change, please 
contact the School of Law at UL for the 
most recent information.

Accounting Exemptions
Exemption is granted to students who 
hold an honours Bachelor’s Degree in 
Law and Accounting as follows:

Chartered Accountants Ireland (CAI)
• CA Proficiency 1 (CAP1): Graduates 
with a minimum 2.2 award, together 
with achieving satisfactory grades in 
qualifying modules, will be awarded 
an exemption from CAP 1

• CA Proficiency 2 (CAP2): No 
exemption 

• Final Admitting Exam (FAE): No 
exemption

Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants (ACCA)
• Fundamentals: Exempt from 6 out of 
14 papers

• Professional: No exemption

Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants in Ireland (CPA)
• Foundation 1: Exempt from all 3 
papers

• Foundation 2: Exempt from 3 out of 4 
papers

• Professional 1: Exempt from 2 out of 
4 papers

• Professional 2: No exemption

Chartered Institute of Management 
Accountants in Ireland (CIMA)
• Certificate in Business Accounting: 
Exempt from all 6 papers

• Managerial level: Exempt from 2 out 
of 6 papers

• Strategic level: No exemption

Institute of Taxation in Ireland (ITI)
• Income Tax Fundamentals: Exempt
• Financial Reporting & Tax Accounting 
Fundamentals: Exempt

• Law Fundamentals: Exempt
• Capital Gains Tax Fundamentals: No 
exemption

• Part 2: No exemption
• Part 3: No exemption

Graduates of Bachelor’s Degree in Law and 
Accounting are not in any way prejudiced by 
virtue of their joint degree, and get the same 
exemptions as any graduate with a degree in 
Accounting.

Career Opportunities
This degree will equip you for a variety 
of careers where you will be able to 
make use of the skills and knowledge 
acquired in the programme, including:

• Chartered Accountant 
• Financial Accountant 
• Solicitor
• Barrister-at-Law 
• Funds Manager 
• Financial Analyst 
• Corporate Banker
• Legal Advisor 
• Accountant 
• Investment Manager 
• Taxation Advisor 
• Insurance Claims 
• Management 
• Civil Service Manager 
• Teacher 
• Asset Leasing Manager 
• Equity Trader 
• Compliance Officer 
• Academic lecturer (3rd level)

Follow-On Study
Related postgraduate options at UL 
include:

• MSc in Financial Services
• MSc in Computational Finance
• Master of Taxation
• LLM Master of Laws in International 
Commercial Law

• LLM Master of Laws in Human Rights 
in Criminal Justice

• LLM Master of Laws (General)

Student Profile

Jennifer Moran
The Law and Accounting course 
at UL interested me initially 
because it offered a 2 in 1 degree 
which I thought was unique and 
would give me the edge with 
employers, rather than a regular 
business degree. The course does 
not restrict you to a certain area of 
law or business - it opens the door 
to a variety of opportunities and 
that’s what makes it so different.

Going to EY (Ernst & Young) in 
Dublin for my Co-op was a brilliant 
experience as I got exposure to 
the professional working world 
and the corporate social life of 
Dublin. I got the opportunity 
to intern in two different 
departments: Wealth and Asset 
Management and Aircraft Leasing. 

EY prepared me hugely for my 
future career in accounting as it 
tested my ability to adapt to a new 
environment within a short period 
which proved to be successful, as 
I was offered a graduate contract 
after my 8 months there. 

Choosing UL gave me the 
opportunity to meet new people 
from around the country by living 
away from home but still being 
close to Galway. I have spent four 
of the best years of my life in UL 
as an undergraduate and I cannot 
recommend it enough. 

Key Fact
The Law and Accounting degree 
is designed to allow you to pursue 
either career, while using skills 
from both degrees in your job.




