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Workshop outline 

 Writing at third level 

 Differences between academic and non-

academic writing styles 

 Novice writers’ errors 

 Joining the discourse community 

 Thinking and writing critically 

 The writing process 

 Intertextuality  
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Reflection 

Freewriting 

 What I worry about and struggle with as I 

embark on writing at third level.   

 

 Keep writing non-stop for 5 minutes. 

 Write in sentences. 

 Do not edit or censor your writing. 

 It is private writing – no one will read it. 
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Academic writing 

 How important is writing?  

 What kind of writing do you do now? 

 What kinds of issues are you likely to 

encounter? 

 What is different about academic 

writing? 
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Our boys may be facing real war – and I for one am 

scared 

By Kevin Myers  

Irish Independent, Wednesday October 31 2007  

Look, I'm not trying to rock the boat here, but I can't 
be alone in worrying about the Army's new mission in 
Chad. I don't worry about the capability of the Army 
itself, for it is composed of the best people in Ireland: I 
admire patriotism, and the soldiers of the Army are 
true patriots who loyally serve their country and their 
flag. 
 
But who will they end up serving in Chad? Because it 
seems to me that a mightily complex command-chain 
is involved here. This, after all, is a UN-authorised EU 
operation, under the command of our own Major 
General Pat Nash. However, Pat will be based in 
Paris and the French have been involved in the 
region for over a century. 

5 

http://www.independent.ie/opinion/columnists/kevin-myers/


Novice writers’ errors 

 Uninformed opinion (personal monologue) 

 Lack of evidence to support statements 

 Little engagement with the literature 

 Biased opinions  

 No organising principle 

 Lack of focus 

 Poor structure and organisation (paragraphing) 

 Poor referencing (inappropriate/inconsistent 

referencing style) 

 Lack of attention to detail 

 Inappropriate register 
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Writing critically 

 How can you bring a critical orientation to 

your work? 

 What questions should you ask when 

reading and writing in order to develop 

critical and analytical thinking skills? 
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Critical thinking 

 McPeck (1981: 8 cited in Borg 2008: 13) defines critical 

thinking as 

 “the prosperity and skill to engage in an activity with 

reflective scepticism”.  

 “Critical thinking: 

 is clear, precise, accurate, relevant, logical and consistent 

 integrates a controlled sense of scepticism or disbelief 

about claims, assertions and conclusions (i.e. not taking 

information and positions at face value 

 involves interrogating existing information for strengths, 

weaknesses and gaps 

 is deliberately and demonstrably free from bias and 

prejudice.” 

(Paul and Elder 2006 cited in Borg 2008: 13) 
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Reading critically 

A critical synopsis of a text 

1. Sketch a simple outline of the key arguments or 

ideas. 

2. What are the authors seeking to do with this 

article? 

3. What are the authors saying that has relevance 

to my work? 

4. How convincing is what the authors are saying? 

5. What use can I make of this? 
(Fitzmaurice 2010 adapted from Wallace and Wray 2006) 
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The writing process 

Drafting 

Revision 
Editing and  

proofreading 

Pre-writing 
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The rhetorical situation 

 Occasion 

 Audience 

 Topic 

 Purpose 

 Writer 
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The Rhetorical Triangle  

Message 

LOGOS 

Audience 

PATHOS 

Writer/speaker 

ETHOS 
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The Rhetorical Triangle 

LOGOS 

 How can I make the argument internally consistent and 
logical? 

 How can I find the best reasons and support them with 
the best evidence? 

ETHOS 

 How can I present myself effectively? 

 How can I enhance my credibility and trustworthiness? 

PATHOS 

 How can I make the reader open to my message? How 
can I best appeal to my reader’s values and interests?  

 How can I engage my reader emotionally and 
imaginatively? 

(Rammage, Bean and Johnson 2007: 76) 



Stylistic differences that 

mark academic writing  

 Complexity 

 Formality 

 Objectivity 

 Accuracy 

 

 Precision 

 Explicitness 

 Hedging 

 Responsibility 

 

(Gillet 2013) 

 

• Intertextuality 

http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm
http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm


Synthesising the literature: 

examples 

Many theorsits, including Butler (1990) and 

Eckert & McConnell-Ginet (2003) have 

challenged the belief that gender is 

biologically inherent, instead suggesting that 

it is a constructed notion learned through 

external cues and influences. A shift has 

occurred in recent years which draws on 

constructivist treatments of gender (cf. 

Lakoff, 1972; Tannen, 1991) 
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Synthesising the literature: 

examples 

Misogyny is referred to as simply the 

mistrust, dislike or distrust of women 

(Dictionary.com, 2014). The fact that dislike 

is primarily conveyed in language it would 

be remiss of me not to point out that 

therefore misogyny is a factor of language 

and links with language variation, thus 

making it a subsidiary of language 
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Synthesising the literature: 

examples 
Academic qualifications are not seen as an important 

venture capital selection criterion. In contrast, education is 

often used as a potential explanatory variable in research on 

the performance and growth of small firms. In a review of 18 

studies looking at the determinants of SME growth, Storey 

(1994) concluded that education and growth are directly 

related. In high-technology industries, education to degree 

level has a positive effect on both growth (Van de Ven et al., 

1984; Roberts, 1991; Jo & Lee, 1996; Almus & Nerlinger, 

1999; Wilbon, 1999) and firm performance (Van de Ven et 

al., 1984; Jo & Lee, 1996). This significantly positive relation, 

however, does not hold for education beyond degree level 

(Roberts, 1991; Almus & Nerlinger, 1999). 

(Hogan and Hutson 2005: 261) 
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Reporting the work of 

others  

 Making use of the ideas of other people is 
one of the most important aspects of 
academic writing because  

 it shows awareness of other people’s work; 

 it shows that you can use their ideas and 
findings; 

 it shows you have read and understood the 
material you are reading; 

 it shows where your contribution fits in; 

 it supports the points you are making. 

      (Gillet 2012) 
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Reporting the work of 

others  
 We report another author’s ideas by using 

paraphrase, summary, quotation and synthesis, 
and we use introductory phrases and reporting 
verbs to communicate our relationship to the 
ideas that we are reporting.  

 Compare, for example:  

 Brown (1983, p.231) claims that a far more 
effective approach is ... 

 Brown (1983, p.231) points out that a far more 
effective approach is ... 

 A far more effective approach is ... (Brown 
1983, p.231) 

(Gillet 2015) 
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Citing and referencing 

sources 

 Why do we document sources accurately? 

• Doing so allows readers to find materials 
that you’ve used. 

• Doing so enhances your credibility as a 
writer. 

• Doing so protects you against charges of 
plagiarism. 

 [From the Department of English, Illinois 
State University, ‘Course Guide for English 
101: Language & Composition 1’, (1997: 
109)] 

21 



Citing and referencing 

sources 

 The ideas or the words of those that you 
have read are generally recorded twice: 

 First, in your text (a parenthetical 
citation). 

 Second, at the end (in a reference 
page, marked References, or Works 
Cited). 

 The parenthetical citation in your text 
refers to more detailed information given 
in the References page at the end of your 
essay. 22 



Citing and referencing 

sources: styles 

 Harvard Style  

 Modern Language Association (MLA)         
Style 

 Chicago / Turabian Style 

 American Psychological Association 
(APA) Style 

 Council of Biology Editors (CBE) Style 
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Harvard Style 

 Harvard referencing style is favoured by 

certain disciplines in UL and is the referencing 

style most often required.  

 The Harvard referencing style is an author-

date system. 

 Citations in your text are references to the 

author of the text from which you retrieved the 

information that you have presented in your 

writing and the year of that text’s publication. 

 Cite it Right: http://libguides.ul.ie/referencing-

endnote  24 

http://libguides.ul.ie/referencing-endnote
http://libguides.ul.ie/referencing-endnote
http://libguides.ul.ie/referencing-endnote
http://libguides.ul.ie/referencing-endnote


Citing and referencing 

sources 

 Example: 

 Swales has recently withdrawn slightly 
from his original conception of the 
discourse community, arguing that "the 
'true' discourse community may be rarer 
and more esoteric than I once thought” 
(1993, p. 695). 

 Reference 

 Swales, J. (1993) ‘Genre and 
engagement’, Revue Belge de Philologie 
et d'Histoire, 71, 687-98.  
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Reference list 

 A reference list is a collection of books, 

articles, chapters, internet resources etc. 

that you have mentioned/cited in your 

document. 

 The list of references should be listed at 

the end of the essay/assignment.  

 Sources cited are listed alphabetically 

according to the last name of the author 

used in the citation. 
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Reference list: Example 

 Beardsworth, I. and Keil, T. (1997) Sociology 

on the Menu: An Invitation to the Study of 

Food and Society, London: Routledge. 

 Graddol, D., Cheshire, J. and Swann, J. (1994) 

Describing Language, 2nd ed., Buckingham: 

Open University Press. 

 Swales, J. (1993) ‘Genre and engagement’, 

Revue Belge de Philologie et d'Histoire, 71, 

687-98.  
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Resources 

 Regional Writing Centre, UL 

http://www.ul.ie/rwc/ 

 Using English for Academic Purposes: 

www.uefap.com/writing 

 Purdue Online Writing Lab: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 

 The Writing Center at the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/  
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Writing Centre Resources 
 

 One-to-One Peer Tutoring 

 Writers’ Groups  

 Workshops and Seminars 

 Online Resources 

 



RWC Events 
 

UL’s One Campus One Book: 
o Encourages students and staff to read the same book and talk to one 

 another about it during the academic year.  

 

How I Write, Ireland: 
o Invites students to interviews which enquire into how authors write. 

o Provides recording of past interviews. 

 

Essay Writing Competition: 
o Run by the RWC for secondary school students. 

 



• Go to our website at http://www.ul.ie/rwc/  

• Click on “Book A Session With A Peer Tutor” on the right hand-

side of the page 

• Log in and click on a white box for an appointment that suits you   
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How to Book an Appointment 
 

http://www.ul.ie/rwc/

